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regiments offering their homage; in August he addressed the
Congress of Legionaries, and was given enthusiastic ovations;
his popularity with Polish soldiers, whether new or old, was as
remarkable as ever. A good deal of his time was spent in writing;
in the spring of that year he wrote Rok 1920; he took as a text
the work called The March to the Vistula, by the Soviet general
Tukhachevsky, and included in the Marshal's book.
Though Pilsudski had collaborated with Sikorski after the
assassination of Narutowicz, the two men were not on terms of
friendship. Sikorski, as Minister of War, endeavoured to get
Pilsudski to return to the army, and even prepared a high place
for him in it—that of Inspector-General. But Sikorski effected
certain changes in the commands of regiments which had the
result of reducing the influence of Pilsudski in the army by breaking
up the Pilsudskist groups in it. Pilsudski declined to accept the
post of Inspector-General on the plea that the powers that went
with it were in his view far too limited.
BETTER INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
Skrzynski was an excellent Foreign Minister, and during the
period he was in office—it extended till well into 1926—there
was a distinct improvement in the foreign relations of Poland,
which was no doubt materially assisted by the general clarifying of
the international situation. The difficult situation of 1923, caused
by the occupation of the Ruhr and the divergence between France
and England, went on into 1924, but its dangers were lessened
by two events. The earlier of these was the Report of the Dawes
Commission on Reparations in April, and the other was the defeat
of Poincare in the French general election in May. As the alliance
with France was the foundation of Poland's foreign policy the
result of that election, which brought Herriot into power, was
of enormous interest to her. These changes in the international
situation occurred before Skrzynski became Foreign Minister,
but on entering office one of the first things he did was to send
a telegram to Herriot in which he spoke of the alliance between
their countries, and expressed his conviction that their relations
would become more and more intimate, thus guaranteeing the

